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Judiana Legislature.
SESSION 1849-.30.
SENATE.
Saruspar, Dee. L0.

The Seuato met.

2averal petitinn® weye presented, which were referred.

Afr Adame, oo lzave, offeied a resolution tha! the Gov-
ernor Be requested To return Lo the Seuaied bitl 10 amend
the chartes Inmbus, NI.b‘l.:Q apd B!ut!.; i gto
m:lroad company § adopled. L

Reporis of Commillees.

By M: Buckles that it is inexpedient to legislate on the
subject of divercing from her
euried i

By Ms Herod that the bill relative to the sale of foifeited
schiual lapds by lald oo the tatile j refened to the commitiee
on Eduecalwon

By Mr Buckles, that the bill to repeal the fisst elanse of
section 175, ehapter 40, of the Revised Stalutes of 1543, be
indeficitely postponed ; reposl concuned in,

bv Mr Hered, t
mei! of deeds be laid on the table; report eoneurred in.

By Mr Mon'gomery, » bill for the relief of eerizin per-
sons therein named of Warren county ; read twice and re-
ferred to the committes on Eduention.

M: [lcogh moved that the select cuamittes, to which was
refesied ihe bill 1o attach a psit of the enunty of Delaware
lo the covnty ot Hlackfopd, be disehasged from the further
consideiation theeof ; lost—aye« 17, noes 20,

Mr Hendrieks reported a bill for the retief of Naney C.

[ the C

:

husband j repoil con= |

hat the bill relative ts 'he acknowledg-

|
|
|

Rarvow of Jefferson county 3 read twice and referred to the |

committee oo the Judiciary.
M: Allen reported back the bill to smend the charter of

the Crawiordaville institule, without amendment, and re- |
commend its passage ; report cuncurred in, and ihe bill pass- |

ed to a third reading.
Resalutions Introduced.

By Mr Millikin, that the Seoate will, the House concur- |
ring 'herein, adjosin sine die, on Moaday, the 14th day of ‘-

January next.

|
Mr Miller moved to lay the resolution on the table § lost

—ayes 24, noes 235,

Mr Hubbaid moved fto strike out the 14th sud insert the :

Tth.

the resolution till Sataiday next ; carvied

By Mr Walpole, 11:41 the Goveinor inform the Senate how
many vacancies in the board of trusices of the Indiana hos-
pital for the insane are to be filled by the Legisiatore ot the
present sessivn ; adoepted.

Bills Introduerd.

By Mr Odell, n bill to amend 'he charter of the Lafayette
surance company ; tesd first time,

By Mr Millikin, s bill to regulate the sale of spiriluous
liquors 3 vead fisst time, roles suspeoded, snd the bill jead »
second time. _

Mr Hendricks moved to Jay the bill on the table and priud
100 copies for the use of the Senale; lost—ayes 17, noes
29

On motion, the Senate adjourned.
AFTERNUON SES<ION.

Mr Herod moved to take up the bill to amend the charter
of the Columbus, Nashville and Bloomingten railioad com-

ny.
p..\lyr Adams moved to concur in the amendments of the
House, with an smendment ; eanied. _ /

Ar Hamiick, on leave, presented the petition nf 1200 cit-
fzens, asking for a new county 3 referred to aselect commits
tee.

AMr Rounsseau, on leave, introduced a bill to incorporate
the Point Commeice biidge cumpany ; vead twice and refer-
red to the commiliee on Corporations.

5r Dale, on leave, introduced a bill to incorporate the
Llinte

refecred to 1he committee on Corporations.

n and lilinois plank i0ad eompany ; read (wice and

3¢ Berry moved to postpone the farther consideration of |

M1 Houghlon, on leave, introdueced a bill to authosiee the
bosrd of county commissioners of Daviess county to com-

promise certain suits against the secuvities of Foiend Spears,
late treasmier of seid county ; read thiee lunes and passed.

M McCaity, on leave, intioduced a bill to smend the acl |

erealing the Maiion eouit of common pleas ; read first lime.

ois McCagty, ou lesve, intinduced a bill o vacaie crilain
leases uf waler jower m

H:..- A& N -'-'.. 9 "jl-e"l Jl‘ '::{I-'IL.

to prevent Diauds upon the revenue ; passed,
il v amend the et authorizing the board of commas-
{ Cass county fo issue bonds; pessed,

A Lill 10 inciease the per diem allowance of Lhe probale
judge of Feuntain covuty , passed.

A bill 1o smend the chaiter of the city of Richmond
passed

A biil to enable
gious scciety of Fiiends 1

|
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ive Irdiana yearly meeting of ihe seli=
hold and disyose of propesty ;
el
A Li1 fncoiperat:
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ihe tiustews of the llarisville acade-

Fas-cd -
0 % stleet commitiee,

CoOTpe xad

pai

sle the won ges light company ;
ale
npany § pasted

Baouse L0 to itcuiporaie (he American live stock lusu-
rikce cumpany ; i_'ayit'd

House bill to extend the provisions of an act ihevein
named 1o the rounties of Hunlington and Whilley ; passed

Ihe bill providing for the call of a conveation of the peo-
ple of the State of ludieva to 1evice, amend or slter the
constitution of szid State was taken up, and (he question
Lenz on Mr EAdy " motson to recommit the bill with instige-
Hune t the commitiee distiict the State, giviog one dele-
gate ‘0 each distiiet, provided the whole number uf delegates
eiall not exceed one hundied and thiny.

Mr Miller cailed for » division of the guaesihon ; and the
question being on recommitting 'he bill, the Senate refused
ta reeommit the bill—ayes 9, noes 39.

*1r Harvey moved 1o sigike out the second section of the
ball, snd insert in Liew thereol his ameadment providing for
divinicting the Staie.

Mr Buckles moved to luy Mr Haivey's amendment on the
table ; capried—pyes I8, nees 21,

My Conduit maved 10 amend the biil so that the delegales
to the conventivn shall be elecied by representalive distiicls
as spportioned for 1850, each distiiet to be euntitled to at
lea! ope delegate ; districts that poiled for President ion 1848
2,000 and less then 3,000 voles, two deiegaies ; 4,000 voles
and vver, four defegales.

Mr Buckles moved 1o lay Mr Conduit’s amendment un the
tabile ; carmird—ayes 26, noes 22.

The question being on the adoptien of the amendment
proposed by the eommitiee, providing for 1he election of del-
egaict 1o the copvention by senatosial distucts, vach di<tiiet
to be entitled to Lwo drlegates,

Mr. Walpele ssid that it was important that every inter-
est should be fairly represented in the convention. The
people are about to euter into & compact, which he trusted
would sgand for sges. Mr. W, said that in ancient times,
It was Lre custom for sll the people to assemble and frame

the laws that should govern ihem ; but as the members of
society increased and scattered over a large exteut of lerri-
tory, this mode of waking laws became impracticable, and
the people from necessity resorted to the represenistive
system. He said it was the daty of the Legisiature 10
keep tha Represerilative us vear the people as possible ; n
that way the sentiments of the people will be fairly repre-
senled in the convention. [t is not a guestion of dollars
snd cents ; the people when they voted for a convention,
did not take into consderation the cost.  All the people ask
is that & convention shall be calied, and & constitution
framed containing provisions coinchling with the opinions
of the people of the Siste of Indiana. The amendment
proposed by the commitiee is that twe delegates shall be
slected from each Senatorial district,. Now sir, il this
amendment is adopted, the small eounties will not be rep-
resented in that convention. The people of the large
counties will be inclived to exercise the power which they
possess, and elect citizens of their own county as delegates
to the convention. Amnd the convention will then be com-
posad of delegates from the old and populoas counties, and
the voice of those residing in the new counties will not be
heard in the convention, their opinions will not be repre-

wented, 2 & eonstitution thus made wonld be in violation

nat

he Rushvitle and Nati ol road plask

i the Centeal cana! ; read fiist time. |

1 1o amend the charer of the Madison msgiance com- |

of the rights of the peopie residing in the new counties ; |

the duty of the Legislature, ssid Mr. W., is plain ; let the
people be fairly represented snd they will be satisfied.

He bad heard no Senastor gssign any good reason why '

delegstes shou!d not be elecied by Representative districts ;

are Senstors in favor of disfranchising the people who re- |

side in the smull counties T If this smendment is adopted
such will be its effect. The object of this convention is 10

frame u constitution that shall reflect the sentiments of the

peup'e of every counly in Lhe State; such a constitution
would be received favorably by the people, but a constilu-
tion framed by A convention where the people were uot

fairiy represenled, when submivied 1o the people for their |

ratifiestios would be rejected. He had heard no Senator
advanee sn argument ; noae could be advanced in favor of
slecting the delegates 9y Senatorial distoicts. Heo boped
therefore, that the smendment of the committee would not
ho sdopted.

Mr. Weods said he was in [avos of delegates heing elegis 4§
te the conventiva, by Representative distiicis. Senstois had
abjected 10 this mode of electing Jelegates because the nom-
ber would be Lo gieat; and the cost of the conveotion woul)
be incresfed.  Aod it had been seggested that il lhe peogle
weare not fanly represeted in the convenlion lhey eonid 1e-
ject the constifution, when if was sabmitted o them o1 their
appruval or e jection; this is froe, bat would it ot be belter
pulicy to miake 3 cons tiwtion, fontsining pravisicas coinci-

ding with the views and sentiments of the people, whach |
would be adopied by 'hem; though it shouid eotl moie; than

t, submit 8 coustpution at sn expense of peihap< ove huv-
dred ‘housand dotlars, which would be sejected.  fie thoaght
the best policy, wes 10 have 8 conventin of delegaies, whe

would regresent [-ily the sentiments and opivions of every i

pait of the Stale.

M7 Hobbaid said e was opposed to ary amendment
which proposed o eleet 5 lerges number of delegats s than
oue hundied. !e believed that & conveulinn emposed of
one bundied delegates, coull sct as calmiy, delibernte a9 well,
and meke 8 cons uution that would be as acceplable 1o the
peopie of the Siate
composed of # greater number of delegates. He said it wos

he proposition now befove the
good; Senators had ao doubt

of Indiana, 49 oue made by a conven'ion

Seustom vote (o iay evert amendment nﬂ.thc table, which
provides for a differen' mote of eleciiog delegates than by
Genatoiial districts; he felt ealled upon to protest against the
sdoption of this amevdoent; an unjust and salaine The
counties of Parke and Vermillion, which he bad 'he honor to
represent; polled over four thousand votes sad would be ene
titied, if the smendment was sdopted, to two delegatles ;
whiist the conoty of Knox with only seventeen hundred
voles, wonld be entitied o twe delegates, this was manifest-
Iy wiong, and ha trusted 'hat Sennturs wounld not pres 3 bill
{ Jhe importance that this was which had for its object, the
of a convention to fiame a consiintion, which would
people of the Niate of ludiana perhaps for sgen;
ing the provisions of the sm ndment, which wete une
Jast, unfair and impolivie  He hoped that the Senate wou'd
adopt some smendment whe reby the diffe:ent connties in the
State, wonld be failv repeeseated in the convenfion accoid-
ing to the number of votea in each county.

Mr. McCarty said ha desiicd to have no sdvantage for the
eonnty of Marion, over any vther, He was of the vpivion
that if the senale would fist fix 'the number of delegates
thal <honid compone 1he conveuli n, and then the minner of
vlecting them, it would facilitate the action of the Senate on
the bl Mach 1ime had been cecupied in con-idering this
bill, and he hoped that some kind of 2 compiomise would be
effccted.

Mr. Rousseau said he hoped the amendment proposed
by the commitiee would not be adopted.

The amendment fized the delegation 1o the conventian, !

ot fwo from each Senatosisl District. This sir, is mani-
festly us just and pnequal. By it sir, Knox county with
her 1,700 votera, will bave the same representation that
the Vigo District with ive 6,000 voles will have. And this
sir, is not the only instance in which its injustice is shown,
More than  duzen instances in which the injustice would
be nearly as great, could be named. He had taken nine
of the larger Senatorial Districts, and nive of the smaller,
and subtracting the number of votes of the smaller, from
the number of voles of the larger, there is a difference of
nearly 17 000 vates, leaving in these large districte, 17,000
untepresenied in the convention. 17,000, sir, of the voters
of the Siate whose voice would be stifled in the conven-
tion ! If the object in calling a convention to change the
constifution be, to get an expression of the sense of the
people a8 to the chaugr desired, and that all might be rep-
resenled and the rights of all protected, does this amend-
ment answer the purpose ! No one could say that it did.
No one could say that the people of the larger Senatorisl
Districts were properly represented, when more than one
half of them eould never be heard in the convention. The

ple in these districts would not be satisfied with the
mequality. That his own district of 4,000 votes wouid
pot be contented with the same number of delegates that
was given to Knox with her 1,700, That if it was not
intended that the people of the State should be equally
represenied,—if ¢ few are to draft s new consitution, why,
let a half dozen of the best men we have be employed to
do it, and let it be submitted to the people for their appro-
val.

Why, sir, go through the farce of calling a convention of
the people through their delegates, il the whole people weie
not allowed a woice in that convenlion ¢ Such injustice
would prompt the people to 1eceive with disfavor and dise
trust the resulis of the labors of the ecouventivm. A differ-
enl couise ought to be taken; the peop'e shou'd Le jusmly
and equally represenied in the couvention, and they would
then jook forward with confidence and with hope, fur the
new constiintion. It should be endersed by their [riendly
auticipation.

But there is another objection to this plan of a similar
charseter. The delegates are 1o be elected by distriels com-
posed of several countien. The result will be that the lar-
ger counties will swallow up the smaller ones, and no small
county in the State could be represented in the convention.
Ihe larger counties would elect all the delegutes, and the
smaller ones would have forced upon the«n such delegates as
the larger connties might see pioper lo elect

And il this plan be adepted, why alluw the smaller coune
tics any delegation 7 They would do as well without i, for
such a delegation as the Ja:ger connties wonld give them
they would get, aod no more. Then whv cheat them with
the moekery of o delegation when you place it in the power
of others to tuke il from them ?

He ssked seuators favoring tiae proposition to do justice
to the people all over the State; ‘o allow them # fals s
equal tepresentation ; to be just lo themselves as npiesents
atives of Lhe whele Stale.

He huped that the smendment woul! not he adopted ; hut
thal an srnendment world Le adopled coalzining piovicions
fair and just, so that the will of the people uf every portion
of the State might Le faily (epresented in that eonvention,

Mr Montgomery ssid he did not intend to have engaged in

hiz discussion, but as he had been alluded to bj’ the Seuator
fiom Greene, (Mr Rousrean,) os well a< other senators, he
deemed i1 but jusiice to him ell » say som-thing, aes he did
pot wish 1o be placed ja a false position belore the Senate,
The senator fiom Greene, eaid Mr M, did him great injo-
tice when he stated that he had n;-;-—.,u.vﬂ. every smendnent
that bad been presented with the view to finally force opon
them the amendment of the commitiee. His opposition and
the opposition of those with whem he had the honor to aef,
grew cut of the fact that they thought they saw a dispo-ition
en the part of the mivority to compel the majori'y to yield,
aud permit the old and heavy populated eounties o swallow

up the small ones. 11 this was (bhe intentivn of senitors, he
thought that they weie becoming convinced that they would
pot succeed wn their efforts. He had on yesterday, said Mr
M., submitted what be regarded 23 a compiomise proposition
—a proposition that, while it did ample justice 1o the ould
counties, permitied the newer and more sparsely populated
coun’ies ot the same lime to be heard in the pioposed con-
vention. Dut frem some eause, he knew not what, it did
nutl meel with favor from those oo the spposite side of the
question § and from none had it received less favor than fiom
the senator from Gieene. I am willing, said Mt M., that
this matter shall be compromised ; and if senalors approach-
ed him in the true spirit of compromise, he was ready v
meel them ; bul no saction of his, vor vote which he might
give, he would ipform senators in adrance, shonld be dune
or given io any other way other than to ensble the people of
the new counties to be beasid in the convention 3 they had a
right to be heard, and he called upon those who were repre-
senling the interests of these ecounties to firmly adhere to
the pu-ilion they had tsken, unless senators manifested a
disposition 1o compromise this dificulty, in & spivit of liber=
ality towaids those represenling tbe more spar<ely populated
counties. If they proposed to do this, said Mr M., he was
ready, he re;sated, tv meet them on such a compromi-e.

Mr Hardin moved to smend the amendment (o the second
sectiun, by striking out xo much as provides for two delegates
1o each sevatorial distiict, and inseit—That the said conven-
tion shall eonsist of 2 number of delegates equal to the nom-
ber of organised cuunties in the State, together with the
number of senatorial distiicts ; ench evunty shall elect one
delegate, except the counties of Wayne, Bentou and Jasper.
The county of Wayne shall eleet two delegates, the couns
ties of Bentoo sod Jasper shall elect ope delegate jomtly,
and each «enatorial district, as 1he same is vow distiicted,
shall elect one delegate ; peuding which,

On moti o, the Senate adjouined.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Sarunpay, Dec. 29, 1849.
Petitions &c., Presenled.

By Messrs Cruvens, Farnsley, Brown of 8., (by Mr
Brown from citizens of Shelby ville on the subject of tem-
perance,) May, Dodd, Hicks, Summers, and Allen,—
mostly on the subject of temperance which were referred

Reports from Commillees.

Mr Mickle, from the commiltee on wsys and means,
reported back the bill fur the more speady comPletion of
the Indiana Hospital lor the Insane ; which was ordered
to he engrossed.

‘The bill relative 1o feca of clerks of Probate courts was
indefinitely postponed.

By Mr Edwards, a bill in relation to the delinquent
mxes in Adams ; passed.

Mr Leviston, from the commitiee on corporations, re-
ported back the bill to amend the charter of the Knights-
town and Shelbyville railroad company ; which was read
2d and 3d times and passed.

Mr Withers reported back the bill to amend the char
ter of e Indianapolis nnd Bellefontaine railroad compa-
uy; read 3d time and I

The bill to incorporate the Vevay, Mount Sterling and
Vorsailles turnpike company was reported back, read a
dd time and passed.

Mt Elder reported a joint resolution, providing for the
urchase of additional lands for the Deal and Dumb Asy-
um ; passed to a 2J reading.

Mr Brows of R., from the rommiliee on corperations,
reported bark the bill to incorporate the Indianapolis and
Cincinnuti ruifrond compuny, with smendmonia.

Mr Wilson moved o re-commit the bill to a salect
commijtes of nine; which motion prevailed.

Mr Edwards moved 1o recopsider the vote last given.

An animnted discussion here took place, in which
Messrs, Mutray, Brown of 8. BEdwards, Ennwllun, Hun-
ter and Cravens participated. T'he vots was tken and
the House refused to reconender the vote.

Messrs. Wilson, Murray, Cravone, Spencer, Hicks,
Athan, Shepard, Lana and Edwards were appointed the
Compumniiag,

ir Edwarda offered o ressiution, that the solect com-
mitise bo roquesied o report on Tuesday morning nest.

Mr Brown of 8. moved 1o smend, so a8 1o make Shel-
Lyrville a point ; not adopied.

Mr Knowlton moved to strike wnt ““I'oesday ' and in-
sert ““the earliest practicable penod” —adopred.

Fhe resclution, ss amended, was then sdopted.

On motion, the House sdjourned.

AFTEUNOUN SESEION, .

Me Caldwell, on lenve, reported a bill for an appropria-
tivn of §2,000 for & Sate I}::iﬂngiu for the use of the
State prison ; read twice and ordered 1o be sngrossed.

Mt Spencer introduced a bill to straighten the line be-
twaen Dearborn and Ohw counties; reasd (wice and re-

ferred.
Ovders of the Day.

The llm' resumed the consideration of the bill rela-
tive to agricultural societivs—the inn , bain
on the indefinite postponement of?lu:ﬂhill ;Pm.h‘nuliu:
was decided in the negative, ayes 35, noes 49,

Mr Connor moved o %0 that fifty dollars shail
he paid out of cosnty treasuries 10 sach sociely that may
orgamze ; when,

On wotion of Mr Prathar, the bill and amendment
were referced o the exmmittes of wivs and menns.

The bill 10 exempt howestoads from execution, to the
valve of $400 was read a 24 tiwe ; when,

Mr Brown of R. moved that the bill be lad upon the

e —————————— e —————S

i Mr Prather said, in view of tha near approach of the
Convention to amend the Constitution, lie thought legis-

lation inexpedient at this session, and would therefore
did not prevail, ayes 15, noes G9.

seconded.

The bill was geferred 1o n select eommittee.

Mr Withers moved inatructions to the committes to
strike out “§400” and insert *§500."

Mr Ross moved that the camssiitee consist of one from
each judicial eireuit; carried.

The bill of the House to amend the charter of the Co-
lumbuas, Nashville and Bloomingion railrond company
was taken up and the smendments of the Senate concur-
red in, and the bill is now a law when the Goyernor
signs it

Tha bill for the benefit uff Lewix Chapell wus read n
34 time and passed ; also, the bill for the relief o1 Kane
Dockery ; also, to repeal an act concerning sherifls in
Martin county ; nlso, 1o lueaie a State road in Vigo aud
Clay counties ; nleo, concerning treasurer of Kosciusko
and Knox,

The {'-nml resolution in oppositinn o the agitation of
the Wilmot provi-o was read a second time, and, on mo-
tion of Mr Shepurd laid on the table, nyes 54, noes 35.

The bill ta amend the act relative 10 county treasurars
| wan read & 34 time and passed ; ulso, the bill for the re-

lief of Hannah 3. Martio.

Mr Lane presented a bill to ineorparate the Indianapo-.
| lis and Spungfiel], lllinvis, plank road company ; read

twire and relerred.

The bill 10 divorce America Butler was indefinitely
postdoned.
| Mr Withers intraduced a bill more effectually to pre-
| vent mistikes by branding estile ; passed to a 2d reading.

The joint resolution in relation to the barbarous, cruel

and inhuman treatment of Austria inwnrds Huaongary was
| read a second time nnd ordersd to be engrossed—provi-
ding that unless a differant course be pursued that official
intercourse be suspended with Austria,

Mr Robinsoa of D introdueed a bill to amend the
{charter of the Rushville and Lawrenccburgh railroad
impmg i passed to a seeond reading.
| Mr Prather introduced a resolution, that a select com-
mittee of five be appointad, to enquire into the expedien-
ey of letting out the printing, stationery and binding to
the lowest responsibile bidder.

Mr Cravens movod that the rasolution be laid vpon the
table,

Mesars. Lane and Prather ealled for the ayes and
nors; when

On motion of Mr Wilson, the House adjourned.

 SENATE.
Moxpay, December 31.

Petitions, &e. Presented.

By Mr Evans, s temperance memorial ; referred to a se-
lect commitiee.

By Mr Geaham, a temperauce petition ; referred 1o a se-
leet commitiee

By Mr Read of C., of citizens of Clark county, relative
to Ilha establishment of an orpban asylum ; laid on the
table.

By Mr Buckles, of citinens of Delaware county relative
to the salary of prosecuting attorney in said county ; refer-
red to the commitiee on Finance,

Messew Houghton, MeCany, Dawson and Buckles present-
ed petitions, which were referred without resding.

Reports of Commattees.

Mr Enekles, from the eommitiee on the Judiciary, report-

ed back the bill providing for an enomeration of the white

Senate met.

menl, upen the adoptin of which they recommend its pis-
sage ; report concuried in, amendment adopted, and the bill
read a second 1hine, and recommitted to the committee on the
Judicin ¥

By Mr Herod, that the bill aviboiising justices of the
peace 1o solemuise marriages be laid oun the itable; report
concuried in.

By M: Hevod, that it is inexpedient to change the law rel-
ative 1o the retuin of exccutious issued by justices of the
prace ; reporl concuired in.

By Mr Sleeth, that it is inexpedient to amend the law rel-
ative to inferest on money ; rep rt concurred in.

Senate adjourned.

AFTERANOON SESSION,

The Senate mer,

The Piesident laid before the Senate the following com-
munication from His Excecllency, the Governor, which was
Inid on the table and five bundied copier ordesed to be
printed.

Genllemen of the Senate :

| Bill of the Senate Nuo. 12), an act to amend an act enti-

{tled ** An act to incorpoiate the Crawfordsville and Wabash
Railrvad Company,” approved January the 19th, 1846, and an

{aet ameudlory thee'n, spproved February the |5th, 1848,

| baving been presented f.r apporal, | have determined to

| withhold my signature from the Lell, leaving it to become a

It is the constitutional duty of the Executive, from time
to time, fo give o the General Assembly iufoimation of the
aifaiss of the State, and recommend 0 their consideraion
such measures as he may deem expedient ; and | have deem-

ed the pesent a fiting oppettunl'y to present fur the e nsid-
erstion of your body certain mrasures of mudification which,

fany judgment, would be salutary, by way of limiting the

puwers which the bill above reflerred to and others of a sim-
ilar character will eounfer.

ment of my objections, if it had been an original proposition
for a wotk not commeuced ; but the work having been en-
tered upon, snd large investments having been made in its
stock by individval and corporate subsciiption, I feel disin-
elived 10 do sny thing which might have the effeet to imper-
prise.  This disinchination is enhanced by a diffidence natu-
executive funetions, and the proper period vot having ar-
rived for me to pre<ent to the Legislaiore the usual apoual
comununicativn, embodying views of State policy in general,
which requices ime for matuiing.

I desire 1o call your attentivn strongly to the general
facis connected with the proseculion uF works of internal
improvement m our Blate, and to invoke your deliberate
snd matuse consideration of the whole subject as connected
with the geuneral principles of this bill,
strong wpon my own mind that we may find in such a view
of facts matter fur caation, and hivts for our guidance
which a proper zeal for the public welfare will not permit
us 1o disiegard,

Frrespeciive of the quesii o as to the propriety of coun-
lies and cities in their corporate capacily subscribing to the
stock of such works, it is clear that when such subsecrip-
tions are made, the interest which the counlies and cilies
hold, should be sunounded by saleguards of the most un-
questionable secusity. Fiom this consideration alope, it is

1y uf any compary with unlimited power to sell bonds at
any rate ol discount they may please lo make, and to canse
them to bear any rate of jnterest however axoibitant, Is
it not the duty of the law making power o peotect the tax
payery of the subsciibing counties from encioachment, es-
pecially when the irrevocable chatacter of such bunds is
considered ?

But this objection to 1he wnlimited rate of interest and
diceount, is greatly stiengthened by a consideration of the
wast number of enterprises of this character in this and the
edjoining States ; aud the probable effect of their prosecu-
tion upon our fivancial eondition  Facls of recent ovecur-
rence are full of iusirmction on this subject. The lesson
that a similar state of things taoght the people of the old
woild, I tiust are not furgtten. Chere, thess coterprives
have already received a severe check, sod it would seem
that the spirit of speculation has beeo transferred from that
fiedd of operation, in a grest messure, to this couutry.

Here, sinilar scenes are now being enacted 3 not to the
same exient, it may be, but wuless a prudent foresight in-
terpose its salutary cheeks, there is ground for the appre-
heusion that resuits cqually disastrons will here eusue.

We are advised that one of the fiset moneyed houses of
the old world has lately established a bianch in our great
commercial metiopolis; thus piepacing for action, regaiding
this as the peculisr field {or such operation ; and, fiom the
very [sct that it becomes necessary now, in view of the in-
‘tlerest of certain companies in the prosecution of these
works, to ask leave lo pay u higher iate of interest than
usutl, ad to sell their bonds at whateve: amount they may
agree (o receive, in evidence of a shwonyg pressure, or othei=
wise of an oveiaciion in this branch of culerpiise,

Iudiana has had such a lessun on the subject of the prose
ecution of woiks of o similar chaiacter, 1hat we shall be
justiy chargesble with a want of pindence, if we [all agsin
into & like difficulty, witheut having made sume exeition to
avoid the disaster. I the mooeyed opeiations of these
| compauies are coufived to the vidivary anil safe methods of
| conductiog busivess; if large debdls me not contrseted, al

heavy rates of interest, or a1 & ruisous discount § thew, in
| case of a general pressure, the worst that could heppen would
| be a suspeusivn of the work.

But eonsider whai wuuld be the effect, if by a general

| mBnetary reviusion, such 8 wo.k should be arrested, while in
thhe midst of its active operatious, il burihened with the ob-
ligation o pay heavy rates of interest, and al the same lime,
with no part of the work so far finished, as 10 be susceptiole
of producing reveoue,

Exteud this exampie over the whole State, and what wonld
we pee, bul the materials of theso woik<« biought under the
bamimer, the lvnds pledged 1o them disposed of at foced sales,
0 the cunsternalion of the tvo conliling oecupanis, and the

[tax-payers of a subscribing counly, groening suder » but-
Idruwmc uzposition for the purpuse of paying the aterest on
{ & stoek which pay» no dividends?

When a rete of inleresd is established by law, and when,
as wWith ue, the rate is high s comparel with commeicial
rates, il s gowd policy, not to permil exceptivns 10 the rule,
exerpt in wXlreine cases, sivl then there should be a limit.

In the case under consideration, it seems o me, that public
policy peints plainly to the enloicerncat of the rule within
& given limit,

Ii mvght be safe, and even desirable, 10 permit the ssle
of Bowds at sumewhat less than the par of State Bends,
(of the same rate of jnterest, but the experieace of the
| State, admonishes us, that the discretion, in such cases,
| should have its limits defined.

eome under my observation, where this power is sought
o be given to the directors of companies Lo borrow mon-
oy, or muke seles of Bonds, without limit ur restriction,

ficst instauce, acts of [ncorpuration have been

the legislature, in which no such power ia given,
in good faith have taken stock in said

' smend have been

move that the bill be lsid upon the table; which motion |

Mr Reed moved the previous question; which was |

male inhabitsants of the State of Indiana, with one amend- |

law, under the eonstitation, withont the executive appioval. |

1 shouid have (etarned the bill to the Senate with a statee |

il the important intere<ts slieady embarked in the enter- |

mily growing out of my very iecent juvestment with the |

The impression i«

submitted that it wonld be impioper to invest ths disecto- |

It is 8 remarkable fact, that in every instance that has|*OUNNE aticrney

| of this power, would not be s violation of the faith upon
which the people of ihe several counties, in their corporate
name, have heretofure taken siock in the various compa-
nies of the State.

1t is snid that the hill referred 1o, dres not antharize the
selling of the Banda of the counties, or the hypathecating
of them at any rate of joteres:, that may be agreed upon,
While this is. perhaps true, it is difficuit for me to per-
ceive the diflerence beiween giving the power expressly, ia |
relation to the bond«< of 1he conatirs, or making the same
unlimited powar, spplicalve alone U the stack of the com-
pany, or the borrowing of money. [f you aff-ct the stock
by exorbitant interesr, or sell the bunds of the company,
al & ruinous sacrificr, it moa-t &ffect the County Stock, as
well as that of the citizen.  All are cun ected Logether
for the welfare of the work and the sdoption of  priocis
I ple thut is caleulated to injure the one will the others.
| The o'jectivn 1o this want of imit, io the rate of inter-
est 1o be paid for money barmwed, and in the sals of
stocks, in, thaet it gives a power which s lishie o great
sbhuse, and ey involve the mo=t reinous consequences ;
‘and | cannot but tiun't that the Legislature, in confering
such a power, have failed to consider, with the requisite
matarity, all the sbuses to which it is liable,. We know
not who are to hol.! the places of Directors of these corpora-
tions, with the .ight thus to offer, in market, the stock of
companies and to botrow money. Prudence reguires that
we should guard against every possible state of things that
may anse.

Is private credit exhausted in this State, that it is now
asked to exhaust the pudblic credit, as far as possible, by
offering in our public and deliberate acts of legis'ation, to
pay any rate of imerest, kowever large, and 1o sell in mar.
ket our credit for any price lo raise money !

Does the public pulse throb with such feverish anxiety,
as to make us capable of all this? If so. it is time that st
least a7l considerste men should pause and ask themselves
the question,— What will be the consequence and end if
these things are permitted thus to go on!

But upon what principle and for what purpose is it pro-
posed to issue bonds, or other ob'igations of the denomina-
tion of fifty dollars? If for the pu of borrowing mo-
ney, that object could be betler accomplished by issuing
them of the demominstion of one, two, or five hundred
dollsrs. If they are issued for the purpose of paying for
work and labor, as a matter of convenience it would seem
that that ecould be accomplished by one share of stock in
said company being taken, in place of the bond, or other
obligation of the same amount,

It oecurs to me, that the effect of putting into circulstion
those bonds, and other obligations of the denomination of
fifiy dollars, by the verious companies of the state, will be
to make them a kind of circulating mediom. Thus they
would pass from hand to hand as a cutrency, and when a
| depreciation should occur, it would lall, as all depreciations

of currency do, upon the labor of the country. It is very
| rare, that such a loss is felt by the more upulent portions
| of community. They are watchful, snd prepared for the
event; butthe unsuspecting laborer is Loo frequently found
with the fruite of his labor in such & currency, while the
| more vigilant has passed the same away on the fiest ap-
[ proach of alarm.
| If we shall hold & firm and stoady hand, exhibit to the
| speculator of our own state, and the capitalist sbroad, that
| we are determined to keep all our past vngagements fuith-
| fully,~that we regard our state, county, and individual
credit, not as mere emply sound and promises, but that
which is real and substantisl, and worth preserving. In-
diana will be able to obtain all the funds she may need 10
| prosecute her works, st a proper rate of interest,—will
' move forward with increasing energy,—her resources will
| be developed,—and in a short time, by her Canals, Rail
and Plank Rords, will present the grestest chain of im-
| provements of any State of the Union.
! But if in this bour,—~the turniag point in her second
| history of improvements, we overlesp the proper bounds,—
trifls with our eredit,—place in men’s hands that power, |
'unlimited, that they, in a moment of excitemont and |
' phreazy, may employ, to the prostration of our whole cre-
' dit, through a laudable zeal to advance their peculiar work,
| we shall repent for years that we have had part or lot in
| the matter. JOSEPH A. WRIGHT.
|  Lecember 31, 1849,

Bills on their third reading.

A bill to amend the Huntaville Acadamny; passed. |

A bill to amend the charter of the Crewfordsville In-

I strlule; passed. |
T'he bill 1o provide for the call of a convention of the
prople of the Biate af Indiana, to revise, amend, or alter
the constitution of said State, was taken up, and the |
question being upon *he adoption of Mr. Hardin's amend- |
ment,
| Mr. Hubbard movad to lay Mr. Hardin's smendment
' on _the table; lost, ayes 17, noes 27,

The question recurring upon the adoption of Mr. Har-
din's amendment, carried, syes 27, noes 19.

And the question being upon the adoption of the!
amendmeni proposed by the committee, ss amended by |
the Senate, !

Mr.Ellis moved to lay the nmendment, as amended, on |
the table ; earried nyes 97, noes 18, '

Severnl amendmaents were adopted, and the bill was
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time on to-mor-
row.

Mr. Eilis offered a resolution thnt when the Senate ad- |
Jourus it will adjourn to meet on Wednesday morning at |
ten o'clock; adupted,

Oun motion, the Benate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESSNTATIVES.
Moxpay Morxing, Dec. 3], 1849,
Pelitions &c. Presented,

| By Messra. Salter, Beard, Gessie, Holcomb, Stewart, |
- Campbell, Dougherty of B., Mickle, Hill, May, Weaver, |

Delevan, Barker, Edwards, Murray, Huey, Bird, Humn-
phreys, Athon and Prather ; which were severally refer-
| red or otherwise dispused of.
Reports from Commitles.
| By Mr. Mickle, a bill with an amendment, that market
houses, engine houses, &e., shall herenfter be exempt
from taxation, ; adopted, and bill ordered 1o be angrossed.
‘ by Mr. Edwards, a bill relstive 10 a receiver in Chan-
urg in St. Joseph ; tuued.
l y Mr Spencor, a bill to swcure Lthe more prompt pay-
ment of road tex—providing that no property shall
| exempt on executions for road taxes ; pa to a 24 read-
- Ing.
{Iy Mr Carnahan of F., a bill for the relief of certain
| persons in Fulton county ; to a 24 reading.

By Mr Graves, a bill relative to hawkers and pedlers—
providing for a tax of §15 per annum in ench countly,
with an exception of tin-ware, pottery, sugar, coffee, &ec.,
the vending ol which are not to be taxed; laid on the
table to await further amendment.

| By Mr Leviston, n bill to incorporate tha Danville,
North Salem and Crawlfordsville plank road cowmpany ;

| read 34 time and passed.

| By Mr Withers, a bill 1o incorporate the trustees of the

| Priuceton Femule Callege ; ordeired to be engrossed

By Mr Browa of R., a bill to incorporate the Nobles.
ville bridge company ; ordered to be engrossed.

By Mr Farnslev, s bill to enable the nhsbitants of
Huntington and Whitluy to coastruct plank roads; or-
dered o be anirouad.

Mr Brown ol R. reported back the bill to extend the

owers of the Shelbyville lateral railroad company, the

nightstown and Shelbyville raviroad company and Ilulh-
ville and Shalbyville railroad ; suthorizing said compa-
nies to merge said roads inlo one, and suthorizing a road
from Shelbyville to Indianapolis.

On motion of Mr Robinson of D. the bill for the pre-
sent was lnid upon the table. e .
= Mr Edwards reported back the joint resolution in rela-
tion to a railread from 8t. Louis to the Pacific, with an
amendment, nlopting, as the sentiment of ladiana, the
resolutions adopted at the Si. Louis Convention, in favor
of one great trunk road to the Pacific, with three branch
roads to Chicago, 8t. Lunis and Memphis; also, the re-
sulutions adopled at Memphis, one of which is in Iavor
of a survey ol the different routes by the General Gov-
aernment.

Mr Carnaban of P. moved that the report ol the com-
miitea be laid upon the table ; which motion did not pre-
vail, ayes 19, noes 70.

‘The amendment of the committee was concurred in,
the bill read a third time and .

By Mr Hart, u bill 10 extend the powers of president
and rustees of Colambus ; ;

By Mr Miller of M. snd F., 2 bill 10 organize the
county of Stark ; rend twice and ordered tnln-gtu-d.

By Mr Dodd, a bill 10 awthorize auditor of Grant o
loan money to trusiees of Grant county Seminary ;

By Mr Peather, a bill authorizing the building of a
bridge in Jennings county ; referred.

By Mr Goodwin, a bill authorizing commissioners of
Daviess to compound a certain claim ; passed (o a second
reading.

'I‘hc'bill regulating the licensing of travaling merchants
and pedlers was taken up amended and the bill ordered
tu be eugroesed,

M+ Russell reported back bill of the Senate to amend
the charter of the Central plank road company, with
amendments providing that lea wiles shall be constructed
during the year 1850 east and ten miles west of Indisna-
polis.  Thus amended lh::i;lrn-d.

By Mr Huey, a bill to the common school law,
in relatioa to an additiosal tax in Jay, o that

E ' H ton2d ing.

Laughery

| ansville; 10 chan

Resalulians, :

The House resumed the consideranion of the resolution,
for a committee of five 10 enquire into the expediency of
letting out the publie printing &e , to the lowest bidder
—the question pending, being on laying the resclution oo
the Wable; which resolution did not prevail, syes 30,
noes G1. c

M¢. Cravens moved that the resalution be indefinitely
postponed. : g : i

Mr. Cravens said, that he intended, during this session, |
to vote for avery measurs having a view to economy and
retrenchment, whers he believed the public interest
would not suffer, But here, he believed, that such would 1
be the ease; and coming from the quarter that this reso-
lution did, with du«a deference 1 the gentleman irom
Jennings, it appeared 1o nssume a party bearing. Mr.
Cravens here read the report of Messrs. Dowling, Stew-
art and Battell, all of themn whigs, and two of them
practical printers, made 10 the Jegisiature, on this sub-
ject, s lew years since, as a better argument than he cuuld
advance, why no alteration in the law should take place.
This report takes a full view of the whole ground, and
was made just previous 1o the time Mr. Defrees was
elocted, three years since. It embraced a letier from
Mr. J. P. Chapman, who, they stated in the report, was
a good practical printer, of much experience sl the
east as well aa the west, and who stated that the prices
were not too high. This letter was given by br. Chap-
man with the certainty that Mr. Detrees would be elect-
od public printer, there Leing a large whig majority in
the ilegislature at the time.

Mr. Cravens here read a statement of the sums re-
eeived by 1he public printers during the last nine years.
From this it appeared that Dowling & Cole received for
three years nimn $27,000, Jacob P. Chapman §16,000,
and John D. Defrees would recrive ubout §20,000.

Mr. Cravens now withdrew the motion to indefinitely
postpona, when

Mr. Mickle moved to strike out of the res.lution the
word “ printing,” 80 as 10 confine the investigation 10the
bindintﬂntiuner,, &e.

Mr. Lane was opposed to the amendment, and was op-
posed sis 1o the indefinite postpunement of the resolu-
tion. He said, that he bad been informed that the priat-
ing could be executed twenty per cent, less than at pre-
sent in consequence of the introduction of steam power
in printing. He bad promised his constituents, lust sum-
mer, previous to his election, that he would vola to jet
the printing out by contract 1o the lowest bidder, if the
interests of the State eould be properly %ulrdad. Priat.
m":vu a mechanical business, and should be treated as
such,

Mr. Mickle would not make a speech; but was re-
minded of an anecdote of a physician, while attending a
patient for the pleurisy, and who he cautioned against
eating roast pork. Notwithstanding the caution, the
tiefit ate a hearty meal and got well. This afforded a
new wrinkle for the physician, an®induced him to wnite
“ roast pork good for pleurisy.” His next patient, how-
ever, who ok the new remedy, died under the o
twan. He then wrole, “ronst pork good for pleurisy—
sometimes.'" So he perceived that the public printing,
with some gentlemen, was good for party—sometimes.

Mr. Alley said, if printing was cheaper now than three
years ago, it was surprising that the periodicals of the
day had nor been reduced in price, which all knew ot
to be the case.

Mr. Giaves would mot be actusted by party in the
matter; but he wished the matter investigated, and would
vote according to the seport of the committes that might
be appointed, as he was ignorant of the subject.

Mr. Prather denied that he had any party object to
gaio by the resolution. He had wo hostility to any edi.
tor. lle introduced the resolution because he believed
the printing eould be exwcuted for something less than at

The Disappearance of Mrs. Miller.

The Detroit Advertiser hus s Jong article, from the
pen evidently of some friend of Mrs. 1. G. Miller,
whose suicide at Ningara Falls was announced, snd
afterwards coniradicted, a few days since. The
writer, after reviewing the ficts, comes to the conclu-
sion that the siories which have been set afloat in
some of the newspapers of her baving eloped are un-
warranted by anything known, The only trace found
of her was at the Falls, as we have already stated,
where her new silk bunvet, or hood, trampled upon,
was found on the abutment of the bridge waich leads
from the main shore ta Goat [sland, about two hune
dred feet from the shore. Her erape shawl, torn into
three pieces, tied together by very hard knots, was
fastened 1o the bridge, apparently to lef herself down,
first tn the abutmenis, and then lower hersell still
further towards the rapid current which sweeps over
the Falle.

Mire. Miller is twen'y-six years of age. She wos
the mother of fuur children, the vldest and youngest
of whom died in early infancy. To ber father, mother,
bruthers and sisters, she was exceediugly attached.
To her first and third child she affixed the name of
her father, and to her youngest the name of her mother.
She wus warried when she was seventeen and a half
years old.

From infancy she possessed, when retired and in
the domestic circle of the family, a touching and mel-
ancholy expression of countenance. Part of her
youthful education was received st the nunwery in
this city. She was a short time at the scademic in-
stitution of Madame Grelaud, in Philadelplia, and for
some months at that of Miss English, at Georgetown,
in the District of Columb:a.

That such a woman, of a purity of soul never sus-
pected, with a chiaracter uablemished, a christisn
communicant from early age, with a family upon
whom all Ler earthly affections were devotedly cen-
tered, could bave been induced by any cause, except
temporary wmenlal hallusinalion, to sttempt selfs
destruction is incredible. That she should have placed
heraell in the power of a stranger, left her poor little
orplisn children several hundred miles from eny of
their relationa, Lieipless, thrown vpon the mercy of
persons to whomn they were unknown ; that she could
have done so, blighting the hopes and affections, hu-
milinting the pride, tarnishing the reputation, lacers-
ting the feelings of her family and conuections, is
much beyond the poesibility of belief.

The prevalent opinion, st iLe scene of the recent
tragedy, is more than probably enrrect. To that ime
pression her relations must adhere till eradicated by
indubitable evidence uf a different and worse catas-
trophe.

e ———

Prasx Roavs.—R. D. Owen~We find in the last
number of the Cannelton Economist a enmmunicstion to
the editor frumthe pen of the Hon. R. D. Owen, on the sub-
ject of Plank Roads. Mr Owen thinks thst Plank Roads,
in the present stage of progress aud popuintion in the west-
ern country are more suilable and profitable than Railroads.
He also thinks that a “single track Plank rosd, (which is
said to answer every practical purpose, except in the im-
| mediate vicinity of populous cities) construcied over sn
| averuge line of country, where timber can be had et &
moderate price, and where there is no unusual expense of

present, The last year's printing, it appeared by the
Auditor's report, cost the State upwards of §10,000. He
then told the anecdote of a Duich doctor that used some
kind of bark us a wovereign remedy, which varied its
operstion by serapiog it wpward or downward, and bow
his whole systens was thrown inte confusion by scraping
it sideways, to illustrate the object he had in view, &e.

Before the question was taken on striking out the word
¢ printing,”

On motion of Mr. Spencer,
The Houso adjournsd.
AFTERNDON SESSION.

The House proceeded to the consideration of messages
from the Senate.

Amendments of the Senate 1o several bills of the
House, were red and concurred in.

The bill of the Senate to amend the charter of the
City of Richmond, was read twice and referred.

he bill of the Seaste to enable the Indiana Yearly

Meeting of Friends to hoid and dispase of property for reli-

grous, educational and charitable purposes, was read three
times snd passed.

The bill 1 increase the salary of the Probate Jodge cf

Posey county, was read a third tme and indefinitely
ned.
ey Bilis Passed.

To amend the revised laws in relation to executions on
mortgages; 1o amend revised laws in relstion to duties
of overseers of the poor, in regard to eolored children;
to amend the act authorizing the construction of plsnk
rods; in relation to the deties of auditor and recordar;
to amend the net relative 10 selechion of grand and petit
jurors; to amend revised laws so that, hereafter, 25 per
cent, instead of 50 per cent. shall be charged on lands
sold lor taxes; to regulate jurors’ fess in Adams and
other counties; 1o amend the chaiter of the cily of Ey-
the time of April term of mis-
sioners’ Court in Jefferson county ; 10 amend the revised
road laws of 1849, giving discretionary power in a cer-
tain case; in relation 1o the change of names—givi

ower to Circuit Court; relating to the Sullivan county
ribl'lr’; to confirm the Angola Plank Road Company;
to regulate the per diem for work done on roads in Ad-
ams and other counti:s; to extend the time ol holding
courts in Perry county; to authorize Wilcox to construct
bridge or culvert in Morgan county; to repeal the 4th
and S5th sections of road act in Dearborn; relative to
Seminuty in Sullivan county; relstive 10 bourd of com-
missioners of Franklin county; to legalize the acts of
commissioners appointed o locate a road in Fountain and
Tippeeanoe; 1o repeal road act in Perry county; to ex-
plain certain sections in general road law, %o as to give
discretionary power, 10 be in force in certain counties ;
joint resolution relative to the barbarous, cruel and inhu-
man treatment of Hungary by the Austrinn government;
abilltoi ate the Harrison and Portman Turnpike
Company ; joint resolution for the hase of ove hun.
drod acres of land for Deaf and Dumb Asylum ; to incor-
porate the Rising Sun and Versailies Turnpike Company;
to aathorize Nehemiah Cheesmnan to erect a mill dam;
a bill for the more speedy completion of the Indiana
HooPiul for the Insane, Ippl’ﬂpdlli.ll. $13.000 30 erect
a building for the turbulent and boisterous; relative 10
the maps, field notes, papers, &c., nppertaining to land
titles of the State, o be deposited in the State Library ;
for an appropristion ol $2,000 for a State Fire Engine
for the protection of tha Sate | rison, at Jeffersonville.

The Spenker Inid before the [louse the proposition of
John R. Elder relative to the public printing.

Mr. Lane moved to refer to a select committee ; which
motion did not prevail.

Mr Cotton moved to refer to the commiltee of ways
and means; carried. ]

Mr Sherrod, on leave, offered a resolution, that the

House will, the Senate coneurring, on Thursday next,
10 the election of a public prister and superio-

tandent of the Northern Division of the Central canal.

Mr Cravens moved to strike out so much of the resolu-
tion, as relates to the Seperintendent of the Northern Di-
vision of the Central eanal ; which motion lpnuilnd.

Mr Prather moved that the resolution be laid upon the
table ; which motion did not prevail.

The resvlution, as amended, was then adopled, ayes 50,
noes 42.

The joint resolution on internal improvemant was read
a second time ; when 35 ]

Mr Brown of 8. moved that the joint resolution be
1aid wpon the table ; which motion did not prevail, ayes
31, noes 57—ordered to be engrossed.

Mr. O'Haver, on leave, introdaced a resolation that the
Hall be tendered to Mr. Lemonowsky, to lecture on the
history and downfall of Poland on to-morrow evening;
adopted.

Mr. Spencer introduced a bill relative to the Surplus
Revenus and School Fuund in Ohio county; passed to a
second reading.

Mr, Eider offered a resolution that the House will ad-

sina die o-tlull.thlmun‘lnidonlh- table.

Mr. Brown of 8., a bill declaring a certsin
stream a public highway in Shelby county; passed o a
second reading.

By Mr. Landiss, to provide for the election of Township
assessor; to a second resding.

By Mr, Bowen, 1o amend the Road law so far as Jeffer-
son county is concerned; passed to a second reading.

By Mr. Miller of M. and F., to give Justices of the
Peace criminal jurisdiction in certsin cases in Fulton
county, and Grand Juries restricted; passed 1o a second
reading. A :

On motion, the House adjourned.

Eonrronrs Stare Sesrines:
Gentlemen :—Your reporter in the House of Repre-
sentatives made me say, on the 24th, that there were

excavalion or bridging, can be completed for from $1800
[to $1900 per mile, if the management of the work be ju-
| dicious and ecouomical; at any rate for $2000. The fol-
| lowing extract from the Detroit Bulletin is givea 1o show
| the advantages to be derived by the public from « Plank
| road: —N, 4. Bulletin.

| “Scientific experiments have proved, that the same power
| required to move ong ton in & common lumber wagun on
| & level earth road, will move the same wagon with a load
i of four snd a helf tons, on a level wood surface. One ton
| is the average practical load for a two horse team over s
| tolerably level common road; it follows that the same team
| can, with equal ease, draw a load of four and haif tons on
a properly graded plank rosd. Practical results have prov.
ed this true; for four tons is now the usual load for & twe
| horse team on all plank roads where the land's surface has
| been levelled to practical grades.”

Mr. Owen then goes on to say :

*By the goneral plank road law of our Siate, the toll
per mile for a two horse team, is not to exceed two cents.
The practical result is then, that, by paying rtwe cenie a
mile, a two Aorse wagoner can quadruple hiv load. O,
| we may work out the measure of advantage thae: Sap-
| pose a plank road fi'teen miles long, the charge for hauling

goods or produce over a common turupike that distance,

let us pat at ten cents a hundred, thoogh in fact over most

of our country roads, it considerably exceeds that amount.
| Then, before the plank road was conri:acted, & farmer or
; other wagoner, could convey along this road at each trip,
| one ton, receiving for its conveyance, fwo doliars, and

paying no toll. On the plank road, at one trip. he could
| convey four tons, receiving ut the same rate, eight dollare
! and paying thirty cents toll; netting therefore, seven dollars
| and seventy five cents. Of course, in practice, the rate of
hauling over a plank road would not remasin the same; the
actual result would be that the rate woald fall to ahout cae
third what it now is. The effect direct of this would be,
to raise, to the farmer the value of his produce by facilita-
ting its transporiation to market; and to lower the price of
the store guods he may buy, by diminishing the cost of
transportation upon them."”

Mr. Owen spesks of a proposed plank road from Mt,
Vernon to New Harmony, slso one from Evansville to
New Harmony, &e. We quote:

“A company is already organised, and their stock sub-
scribed, to construct a plank rosd from our county meat,
Mt Vernon to this village, New Harmony; and the citie
zens of Evaneville have resolved to organize snother for
the construction of a similar road from their town to this
place. We, on our part, have subscribed, in our village,
twenty thousand dollars towards the contit.aation of the
road hence West sccross SBouthern lilinois, by way of Car-
mi, McLeansboro, Mt. Vernon, Nashville and Belleville, 1o
St. Louis; the distance hence to St, Louvis, being about 134
miles, and hence to Evansville, 26 milcs —muking the dis-
tance from Evansville to 8t. Louis 160 miles. [ do not
doubt that a compeny will soon be organised, under the
general plank road law of [llinois, to complete the eatire
route.

On this road we cannot, of course, spproach railrosd
l?‘l!l- Let u stage coach or an omnibus car start at four
o'clock in the morning from SEvansville, and reach St,
Louis at twelve o'clock the same nigh:, snod this is much
better than steamboat time. A four horse omaibus will
convey along s plank road 25 or 30 passengers and their
baggage—and would pay well charging each passanger
from Evansville to 8t. Louis, three dollars for the tnp,
which i under steambost rates "

Mr. O. concladed his communicstion thus :

* if such & road caused the land on esch side of the line
slong which it runs to advance in price, if within one mile,
$#1 por acre—if witbio two miles, filty cents per scre—if
within three miles, twenty five cents per acre, snd it c2n-
not be reasonably doubted that it would cause a much
greater average advance than that, then the incresse in the
price of land would overpay, by three or four hundred dol-
lare per mile the cost of the road.”

S —
Fire Bucket Company.

At a meeting of the boys of Indianapolis, held at
the Court Houss, on Tuesday evening, Dec. I8th, on
motion, Capt. H. C. Fnovsox was called to the Chair,
and 8. P. Oun sppoioted Secrelary.

The Chairman baving explsined the object of the meet.
ing to be the ion of a Bucket Company, a commit-
tee consisting of 8. P. Obr, Joseph R, Haugh, snd George
E. Vao Blaricum, was appointed Lo draft suitable resolu-
vons, who reported the following. .

1. Resolved, Thet it is expedient o organize ourseives
into & Fire Bucket Company, if sofficient encouragement
be received from our citizens and city sothorities.

3. Resolved, That a committee of four be appointed to
3raft & form of Constitution for sach = company, to report
at our next meeting.

3. Resolved, 'That s committee of three be appoinied to

petition the City Council, in bebaif of this meeting, for an
ion of a sufficient sum to procure s suilable wag-
on, with a crate. and necessary spparatus, for the use of
the company.
4. Resolved, That a committes of five be to
circulate among our citizens a subscription for the purpose
of ring suitsble backets for the uee of the company.
5. Resslved, That the committes last named, be in-
strucied, also, 1o circulste smong our citizens a petition to
theBSiate Legiclature, to donate 1o us the buckets belonging
to the Siate and now lying useless in the State House,

The resolutions were unanimous'y
The Chair appointed, as the commitice for in
the serond resolution, Messre. Obr, Van Blaricum, Haugh,
W. P. Dusan, and Pyle.

Second committee—H. Coburs, jr., J. R, Haugh, and
D. Maguire.

Third committeo—Thos. Campbell, Chas. E. Holland,
Juo. Teel, T. 8. Bock, and T. E. t.

On motion, it was ordered that the named commit-
tee be directed 1o delay procesdings until the action of the
council is known.

On metion, it was ordered that the proceedings of this

1 the Devil should loss his tml, where would he got
rmt To & dram-shop, 1o be sure, where they refai

bad spirita




